
  
The Imaginative 
Journey--
Pathways to 
Citizenship

Creating the conditions that increase 
the power of those who make a 
commitment to support a real 
difference in the lives of people, 
families and their communities... 



Our	  Goal	  is	  to	  create	  a	  
beloved	  community,	  and	  this	  
will	  require	  a	  qualita8ve	  
change	  in	  our	  souls	  as	  well	  as	  a	  
qualita8ve	  change	  in	  our	  lives.	  

Mar8n	  Luther	  King,	  Jr.	  
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The aesthetic side of humanness 
expresses and celebrates 
imagination, which is the capacity to 
think of things as if they could be 
otherwise. It is this sort of practical 
imagination that people trapped in the 
box of segregation and socially 
sanctioned deprivation of opportunity 
need almost as much as they need 
fresh air. Bringing disciplined 
imagination into people’s lives is the 
privilege of those practitioners of 
person-centered planning who decide 
to heed the call of people’s faces and 
honor their concerns as worthy of 
attention. 

–John O’Brien 



Our Attention is Powerful: See with fresh eyes.....
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Our personal and collective awareness is 
powerful ...... 

The way we pay attention impacts reality. 
If I pay attention this way, then reality is more 
likely to emerge that way..... 
the quality of my attention is the only thing I 
control.  When I focus (more) on the variables I 
can shape or influence, I can change, shape or 
influence the future.  My identify and who I am 
(and becoming) determines the actions I take. 

Otto Scharmer 
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	  The	  Imagina8ve	  Journey	  invites	  us	  to	  
strengthen	  together:

• Our	  desire	  to	  be	  
instruments	  of	  change,	  

• The	  capaci8es	  and	  highest	  
poten8al	  of	  people	  and	  
families…discover	  seeds,	  	  	  

• The	  assets	  of	  our	  
communi8es…place,	  	  

• Our	  capacity	  to	  co-‐create	  
stronger	  social	  fabric	  that	  
nurtures	  possibili8es…
social	  field,	  more	  space	  

• Social	  
Innova8on….prototyping.
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1.  Innovate:   Explore 
innovative prototypes to 
generate new supports. 

2.  Amplify: Make gifts and 
capacities visible.  Find 
places where these gifts are 
needed.
3.  Activate: Bring possibilities 
to life, day by day.  Go deeper 
into local neighborhoods.

4.  Associate: Move outside 
human service territory to join 
with associations working 
hopefully to address issues 
critical to community life.



2.  AMPLIFY

Make gifts and 
capacities visible.  
Find places 
where these gifts 
are needed. 
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Text
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Find	  the	  
Key



Connect	  to	  a	  
Place
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Reflection Question One: Tell your story of belonging…. 

Tell a story of a person with disabilities whose life is an 
inspiring example of full and expansive community 
membership. What are the gifts this person brings, and how 
are their lives woven into the fabric of their community? 
Provide examples of ways that relationships and belonging 
have flourished.  

What are the deficiency assumptions and practices of 
segregation that were suspended to transformed to make 
room for people to make a difference in their community? 
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3.  ACTIVATE

Bring 
possibilities to 
life, day by day.  
Go deeper into 
local 
neighborhoods.
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Imagine creating 
partnerships in a 
community that 

will deepen 
people’s belonging, 

and strengthen 
local community....

4. ASSOCIATE:
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Imagine creating 
partnerships in a 
community that 

will deepen 
people’s belonging, 

and strengthen 
local community....
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Join a local community group…. 
Reflection Question One:  

What have I learned about reflecting today that widens my 
sense of what more is possible? 

   

Reflection Question Two:  

Share your ideas about possibilities for belonging …invite 
more ideas…practice YES, AND….share wisdom, 
connections, expand imagination around valued roles…. 



What wants 
to be born in our 

community?





1. INNOVATE

Explore an 
unknown 
space to 

generate new 
supports



Invest in Person-Centered Innovation



1. INNOVATE

Explore an 
unknown 
space to 

generate new 
supports
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Reflection Question One: ….Identify a few people…. 

Identify a few people who are likely to benefit as allies in the co-
creation of valued roles. Who are the people? Where do they live?  

What valued roles are they searching for and/or what valued roles 
might we create with them ? 

What are our hunches about social innovation that might be the 
seeds of something new? Can we imagine a prototype for trying 
something new?  

Reflection Question Two:  What are my take aways from today? 
What aspects of the imaginative journey do I want to strengthen?  

  


